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NEW SERIES--VOL. 1.] 


POETRY. 


From the Imperial Magazine. 
TEMPTATION. 


Though fierce temptation rages, 
And hosts of hell assail, 
Jesus, the rock of ages, 
Shall o’er . foes prevail. 
His strength, through all my weakness, 
Shall still unsullied shine, 
And blend with lowly meekness 
A fortitude divine. 


O! shall I then, despairing, 

To Satan’s sceptre bow? 
When God, in flesh appearing, 
Has wept for human woe? 
When He, the good, the holy, 

Will every aid impart; 
And lead to endless glory, 
Each humble, waiting heart. 


The sun is ever glorious, 

Though fleeting clouds conceal; 
And soon his beams victorious 

Their lasting power reveal. 
The midnight hour is dreary, 

And dark the shades of night; 
But soon the wanderer weary 

Is cheer’d by morning light. 


The Christian’s God is present 
Where’er his children dwell; 

His power supreme, incessant, 
Shall save from sin and hell: 

Rejoice then, blest believer' 
Thy rock shall never fail, 

Thy God shall reign for ever, 
And over all prevail. 


BIOGRAPHER. 


MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN BAGNALL, 


Of Hill-Top, in the West-Bromwich Circuit, 


Ir was about the twenty-fourth year of his age, under 
the ministry of the Wesleyan Methodists, that Mr. Bag- 
nall was awakened to a sense of his lost condition as a 
sinner, and of the necessity of salvation by Jesus Christ. 
Mr. Wesley himself he frequently heard, on the visits of 
that great man to Wednesbury and its neighbourhood. 

He often alluded to the time when he was awakened, 
as one of deep conviction of sin, great disquietude of 
mind, and of earnest prayer for pardon. At every inter- 
mission of his labours, he was in the habit of retiring to 
some sequestered spot to pour out his soul before God 
with prayers and tears. How long it was before the 
Lord visited him with the joy of his salvation, or what 
circumstances accompanied the manifestation of God’s 
pardoning mercy to his soul, cannot now be ascertained; 
but from that period he became a sincere professor of re- 
ligion, and a member of the Methodist society, which he 
continued till the day of his death. 

His views of religious truth were in accordance with 
those of the body of Christians to whom he had united 
himself. They were derived from the Scripture, the 
ministry of the word, and the theological works of the 
Rev. Messrs. Wesley ana Fletcher; authors whom he ad- 

mired, revered, and almost constantly perused. With 
these as his guides we do not wonder that his apprehen- 
sion of the doctrines of Christianity was clear, distinct, 
and enlarged; whilst his faith in them was firm and un- 
wavering. Not tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, nor holding the articles of his 
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creed as mere abstract truths, or points of speculation, 
they supplied to him the principles which directed his 
thoughts, governed his actions, and formed the ground of 
his future and everlasting hopes. At the same time he 
was meek and gentle towards those who might differ 
from him in minor points; and though he would never 
compromise his own peculiar views, yet he was ever 
ready to give the right hand of fellowship to him who he 
had reason to believe loved the Lord in sincerity. 


As a christian he was humble, serious, consistent, and 
self-denying. He walked as seeing Him who is gnvisi- 
ble. His treasure was in heaven. And such was the 
habitual and abiding conviction in his mind of the reality 
of eternal things, that amidst outward changes he pos- 
sessed inward tranquillity; and when the storm of life 
swept over him, he was kept in peace, because his mind 
was stayed on the Lord. So when riches increased and 
prosperity smiled upon him, still he felt himself as a 
mere sojourner here; a steward, for an uncertain period, 
of his Lord’s goods. Remembering that the time is short, 
and the fashion of this world passeth away, he rejoiced 
as though he rejoiced not, and used this world as not 
abusing it. This was one of the peculiar features of 


recollect seeing him either deeply depressed by adversi- 
‘ty, or greatly elated by prosperity. When trials came 
upon him, he seemed like one whose anchor was cast 
within the vail; and when he experienced an accession 
of earthly good, he acted as one who was in possession 
of that pearl of great price, which in worth infinitely 
transcends all that “‘this short-enduring world can give.” 


“{ know not,” says his son, the Rev. Henry Bagnall, 
Minister of Walsall, ‘‘if I might not except one event; 


pay a passing tribute to her who was our guide, our 
guardian, our friend, and the instructress of our infant 
minds. ‘All, and more than all, that words can tell is 
told in one fond word, Our Mother.’ Sacredly and ten- 
derly is her memory enshrined in all our hearts; her image 
and her worth cherished there bring unutterable sweet- 
ness to the mind in many an hour of solitary musings. 
Dear sainted spirit! I will indulge the thought that even 
now thy Jove is not withdrawn from me, but follows me 
as tenderly as when it hung with strange and mingled 
feelings over my cradled infancy. The remembrance 
of a pious mother has a hallowing influence. It will ad- 
monish in error, warn in temptation; and though the con- 
science grow heedless, yet it will speak and be heard. 
Her prayers, tears, and admonitions are a seed which, 
though it may not immediately spring up, vet when wa- 
tered by the dews of heavenly grace, shall yield the 
fruits of conversion and holiness. 

‘“‘We saw the gradual decline of our dear mother’s 
health; affiiction weaned her from the world; there was 
but one tie left to bind her spirit to the earth; it was her 
soul’s interest for her family: but our heavenly Father, 
who knows best what is good for his children, and al- 
ways disciplines them in wisdom and mercy, brought 
every wish into obedience to himself; and her heart 
breathed out her meek submission, ‘Father, not my will, 
but thine be done.’ 

“We followed her tothe tomb. That was an hour of 
deep affliction to our honoured father. His stay and sup- 
port was gone: the companion of his joys and sorrows, 
hopes and fears, was taken from him. We saw his deep 
emotion, and mingled our tears with.his. Our mutual 
sympathy both solaced our hearts, and entwined them 
more closely with each other. To our father it was a 
stroke indeed. But did he despond? No! Had he no 
better consolation than our sympathy could yield? Yes; 
his anchor still had firm hold of a foundation that could 
not be moved; and his spirit reposed itself in the hopes 
of the Gospel. His earthly comforts were diminished: 


but he looked with brighter expectation to that rest 


Mr. Bagnall’s mind. His most intimate friends cannot» 


the most afflictive in my father’s life. And here let me. 


which remains for the people of God. He had lost his 
most valuable earthly possession; but his treasure in 
heaven remained: and thither be believed his partner had 
preceded him; where he hoped to join her.” 


His resignation to the will of God under all the vicis- 
situdes which marked his life was conspicuous. He met 
disappointments with equanimity, because he entered on 
his undertakings in a Christian spirit, relying on Provi- 
dence for success in such a manner and degree as the 
God of providence should be pleased to appoint. In 
conformity with this, he invariably prayed concerning 
all his engagements; and having thus committed his way 
to the Lord, he left it to Him to bring it to pass. In the 
same spirit that he commenced, he pursued his under- 
takings; and whilst he appeared the man of business, he 
also appeared to those who had discernment the real 
Christian, uniting in his practice what the Apostle en- 
joins: “not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving 
the Lord.” 


The sincerity of his religion was especially evident to 
those who had the happiness of witnessing him in the 
bosom of his family, Hh | the unrestrained intercourse of 
his home. Here, where the heart unfolds itself without 
‘disguise, and the man appears what he is, he honoured 
God. His conversation bore the impress of piety, and 
was with grace, seasoned with salt. He loved to dwell 
on the goodness of God in his ways and dispensations. 
Here it was easily discovered what were the topics on 
which he loved to think and speak, what were the books 
he chose to read, and who were companions that he 
selected. It was impossible to be long with him, and not 
discover and approve his deep, humble, consistent, and 
uniform piety. 

In the exercises of private devotion he was unremit- 
ting. He was always an early riser; and it was his cus- 
tom, till prevented by illness, regularly to retire, often 
before any of the family had arisen, to a remote room 
for the purpose of reading the Scriptures and private 
prayer. There he sought communion with God, implor- 
ed his blessing, and committed his way to him before en- 
tering on the duties of the day. There too he interced- 
ed for others, and especially for his children. Asa 
member of a Christian community, he was firmly at- 
tached to the body of Christians with whom he was unit- 
ed. The doctrines preached amongst them he had felt 
to be the power of God to his salvation; he cordially ap- 
proved the discipline by which they were governed, fear- 
lessly defended their character whenever attacked by 
the tongue of obloquy, and steadily contributed to the 
support of God’s work. For many years he held the of- 
fice of a class-leader, with credit to himself and edifica- 
tion to others; and at different times called to fill up other 
offices of trust, the duties of which he discharged with 
unimpeachable integrity. He was seldom, when in 
health, absent from the public ordinances of religion: the 
Sabbath was to him a day of rest; he entered on its duties 
with a cheerful solemnity, and aspirit prepared by early 
meditation and prayer. Through the whole of the day 
he was careful, in his social intercourse, to prevent the 
intrusion of levity and improper subjects of discourse, 
and to lead to such topics as might conduce to spiritual 
improvement. 

As a father he was tender, affectionate, and uniform 
in the treatment of his children. If he erred, it was 
that, perhaps, he was too lenient in his discipline; being 
always ready to attribute the best motives to their ac- 
tions. None of his admonitions or precepts, however, 
lost any of their weight through inconsistency of conduct 
on his part; for his deportment, though kind and affable, 
never fell beneath the dignity of a Christian, or tended 
to lessen the respect due to him asa parent. “There is 
no action,” says Mr. H. Bagnall, ‘‘of my revered father’s 
life, no conversation, no word of his, no hour of the 


most social and unguarded intercourse, which my memo- 
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Christian, or revere and Jove him less asa parent.” 

As the head of his household he was an example of 
order and punctuality. Kind towards his servants, never 
imperious in his commands, nor unreasonable in his ex- 
pectations; he maintained regularity and order more by 
the influence of his own steady and undeviating deport- 
ment, than by any rigid exercise of authority or scrupu- 
lous pursuit of method. 

“I cannot recall,” says the same individual already 
quoted, “an instance in which family prayer was omitted, 
either in the morning or in the evening. To this duty 
the attention was previously aroused, the hilarity of 
youthful feeling repressed, and the voice of social con- 
verse stilled. It was no formal or unmeaning exercise; 
but the incense of prayer and praise, ascending to the 
Giver of all good, from a grateful and devoted heart. 
He prayed*for personal piety in behalf of his family, for 
success to the Ministers of God’s word of every denomi- 
nation, for the spread of the Gospel, the conversion of 
the Heathen; for his King and his country; for the spi- 
ritual welfare of his neighbours; for the destitute and 
afflicted; for all who were employed in his service, par- 
ticularly for thosc whose labour subjected them to great 
danger.” 

(To be continued.) 


WATCHMAN. 


THE FRUITS OF INFIDELITY AND INTEMPERANCE. 


In the summer of 1811, there came a young man to 
reside in my neighbourhood, under very favorable cir- 
cumstances. He was from a distance, and was a strang- 
er; but was introduced under the patronage of a near re- 
lative, who was a gentleman of the first standing in so- 
ciety, and extensively popular, and who had been honor- 
ed with high and responsible offices, both by the govern- 
ment and his immediate fellow-citizens. Thus intro- 
duced, the young stranger was welcomed wherever he 
appeared. But he was by no means destitute of those 
personal qualities which are calculated to make a strang- 
er welcome in respectable society. He appeared to 
possess a mind rather above mediocrity; which had been 
cultivated by more than an ordinary education, and by 
considerable and various reading. In his deportment, 
he was manly and dignified; in his manners, amiable and 
friendly; and appeared to possess the kindlier feelings of 
our nature in rather a higher degree than is usual among 
the degenerate sons of Adam. Thus introduced, and 
thus accomplished, he was every where received with 
cordiality. After remaining in the place, in the family, 
and in the office of his relative;"(who was a lawyer of 
some note,) he engaged as a teacher in a school for 
some time, where he acquitted himself with credit. Af- 
ter his engagement had expired, he returned to his kins- 
man’s office: but too soon after his return, it was discov- 
ered by his friends that during his school engagement he 
had formed a connection with a circle of tippling gam- 
blers, and a taste for sipping had taken hold of him. 
His relative found him in the office intoxicated, and re- 
primanded him (as he considered) harshly. He imme- 
diately left the office and family. Soon, however, a re- 
conciliation took place, and he returned, under a promise 
of amendment, which promise he kept for several 
months. But the demon of intemperance had ensnared 
him; he was again caught, and was again discarded by 
his kinsman; upon which he enlisted as a soldier in the 
army, and marched to the Niagara frontiers. 


During the time he was engaged in his sehool, he had 
become acquainted with a young woman who was also 
teaching school in the same vicinity. They were nearly 
of the same age, both of them of ardent temperament, 
and rather romantic in their notions; an attachment was 
formed which they both thought nothing could dissolve. 
She was of poor but respectable parents; had received a 
good education; her mind was considerably cultivated by 
peading, but she knew but little of the deceits and vices 
of this deceitful world. She was unsuspicious and gay 
as the lark that ecarolled over her head; viewed every 
thing on its brightest side—and confided without reserve 
when truth was professed. She informed him frankly 
that she had heard of his fault; he as frankly confessed, 
and promised amendment,—in which promise she confid- 
ed. They parted with reciprocal promises of fidelity; 
he left the recruiting station to join his regiment, in De- 
cember, 1812, and was away till the end of the war, not 
being discharged until November, 1815. 

During his absence, she manifested the utmost solici- 
tude of affection to ascertain what his conduct was. 
There was a recruiting rendezvous for the regiment to 
which he belonged in my immediate neighborhood. 1 


was acquainted with many of the officers, and had fre- 


quent opportunities through them to hear direct from 


rycan recall, on account of which I honour him less as a 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


him, and by her réquest made particular inquiry. The 
general answer was ‘Doing very well; is a-non-commis- 
sioned officer; possesses our confidence,” &c. In the fall 


appeared to possess better. views of what was “poinc 
WELL,” than most of our soldiers possess; who informed 
me that the object of my inquiry was rather intemper- 
ate, not to say a drunkard—but attached to his rations tn 
kind, and what was likely to hasten his march to ruin; he 
had, after joining the army, procured a deistical work, 
entitled ‘The Principles of Nature,” and after reading 
that, he had procured all the superficial works against 
religion, written by Paire, Voltaire, and Volney—had 
read them, and nothing else, and was disseminating their 
sentiments as far as his influence extended. And that 
as he became confirmed in his sentiments of infidelity, 
his habits of intemperance and profanity extended their 
force. I faithfully detailed to my fair friend what I had 
heard of the object of her love; and advised her to dis- 
card him; her friends generally, (and she had many 
friends,) gave her the same advice. She hesitated—he 
returned—acknowledged he had done wrong—promised, 
now he was discharged from the army, he would reform 


-his life—she believed that her influence over him was 


such that she could control him—she married him con- 
trary to the advice of her friends. 

For two years he was temperate and industrious, and 
they lived happily. From that time he began to relapse 
—and for ten years past she has lived a life of toil and 
wretchedness. They became the common parents of 
five children, which she has supported by her own labor, 
and by the assistance of public charity. He became a 
deist in profession, a sot by habit, and an atheist in pract- 
ice—and at last murdered his wife, in thé most savage 
and brutal manner. 

As the individual here alluded to, has not, we believe, 
been tried yet, we suppress the name. - 


Auburn Free Préss. 


RHAPSODIST. 


“ 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A MOON-LIGHT NIGHT. 


‘‘Now reigns full-orbed the moon, 
And with more pleasing light 
Shadowy, sets off the face of things.” 


Poets and moralists of every age and clime have been 
prodigal in their praises of this peace-inspiring hour. 
The hoary-headed sage, deeply skilled in the mysteries 
of nature, and the youthful tyro just entering upon the 


and mellow beams of the queen of night. 

In gone-bye hours of dreamy boyhood—when the wild 
and wayward feelings of my soul, uncurbed by reason’s 
rein, bore me like some untamed courser, far from the 
beaten track of sober truth—when a distempered imagi- 
nation, like the camera obscura, had thrown upon every 
object a false and factitious colouring—-when earth 
sea and sky seemed shrouded in unnatural gloom, and 
man, fallen from his original dignity, seemed withering 
into apathy and nothingness under some malignant in- 
fluence,—even then, when the bright glare of the glow- 
ing sun was hateful to my eyes—when the fever of am- 
bition was throbbing in every vein—even then, the tur- 
bulence of passion and misanthrophy was hushed into 
temporary quietude, while wandering forth upon some 
moon-lit scene. 

There is something so lovely, so holy in the calm 
noiseless hour of a moon-light evening—such an aspect 
of repose presented by every object,—that the heart is 
irresistibly led to harmonize with the scene. The thou- 
sand restless feelings which may have been roused into 
action during the day; the jealousies and strifes, produc- 
ed by conflicting interests,-all—all subside and fade 
away into the dimness of things that have been, while 


we gaze with softened heart upon the tranquil beauties 
of the holy hour. 


— ‘This is the time, 

For those whom wisdom and whom nature charm, 
To steal themselves from the degenerate crowd, 
And soar above this little scene of things; 

To tread low-thoughted vice beneath their feet, 
To soothe the throbbing passions into peace, 

And woo lone quiet in her silent walks.” 


Reader, have you ever gone forth alone on some peb- 
bly shore, under the silver light of the full orbed moon? 


sparkled in its onward progress? Have you seen the 
‘rich moon-light sleeping upon the bank,, cal tinging with 


of 1814, 1 met with one officer from that regiment, who } ba 
‘wing of mercy’s gentle dove? 


turbulent sea of life, have alike paused to pour forth the | 
gentle feelings which have been awakened by the mild 


Have you watched the gentle wave as it rose, fell, and | 


its mellow radiance the skirts-of the dim forest and far- 


off mountain? Have you beheld far away upon: the 
waters the white spreading sail of ome soureiog 
barque, fluttering fitfully in the breeze like the bléssed 
Have you, turning your 
eye from all this, looked upward into the deeper blue of 
the heavens, and seen their azure fields studded thick 
with the glittering stars, while high o’er all the heaven- 
ly host, the cloudless moon rode on in silent splendour? 
Have you looked upon all this—and theré paused? Oh. 
no! Methinks I see you now, with swelling heart and 
moistened eye, directing your gaze far—far above these 
created glories up to the great Author of all this glory 


and magnificence. And you too have felt with the im- 
mortal bard, that 


“Night is fair virtue’s immemorial friend,” 


You have found your heart growing softer, and your 
feelings kinder under the holy spell of this speaking 
silence. You have—I know you have!—Come then anc 
let us again wander forth: let us for a season leave this 
busy, bustling world, and stroll side by side with the 


bright and beautiful stars through the calm blue fields 
of ether. 


‘Dost hear—or sporting in my brain 
What wildly sweet delirium reigns;— 

Lo! ’mid Elysium’s balmy groves, 

Each happy shade transported roves; 

I see the living scene displayed, 


Where rills and breathing gales sigh murmuring 
through the shade.” 


Oh, that we could ever wander here, far above yon 
dim and darkened orb!—And is this the wish of your bo- 
som? Do you wish to escape from that scene, which but 


one brief moment past filled your mind with peace, and 


your heart with gladness? Do you wish to know how 
this, and tenfold greater bliss may be yours—and yours 
for ever? To the interrogations of Zoroaster, the re- 
sponse of the Deity was; ‘Do good, and gain immortali- 
ty.” And if the contemplation of all the beauties and 
wonders of creation be insufficient to arouse your torpid 
soul to acts of virtue, let the hope of a happy immortali- 
ty inspire you with the needed courage! 


“Since the Great Sovereign sends ten thousand worlds, 
To tell us He resides above us all, 


In glory’s nnapproachabdle recess,’” 


Oh, let us endeavour by every possible means to do good 
to all around; that thus obeying His commands while 
|here on earth, we may through his infinite mercy after 
‘this probationary scene shall have closed, be received 


,into mansions of eternal glory—there to live and reign 


with Him forever and forever! 
PHILANDER. 


COUNSELLOR, 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
THINGS WORTHY OF NOTICE.. 


Mr. Editor,—The office of a minister in the churcli 
of Christ is one of most fearful responsibility and im- 
portance; but one which, comparatively, few fully and 
properly appreciate. Upon the character, deport- 
ment, and zeal of the minister, will in a great measure 
depend the religious state of his congregation. If he 
be a faithful watchman, pointing out fearlessly, yet af- 
fectionately, the errors-and backshidings of his people, 
and shall press upon them with energy and zeal, the 
necessity of holiness; and his own life shall correspond 
with his preaching, his congregation will be serious 
and devout, and the religion of the heart, (which alone 
is worth possessing,) will grow and thrive among 
them. 

When we take a view of christian churches gen- 
erally, we fear we discern too much unconcern among 
the ministry for the success of true evangelical purity 
and holiness. It is true, they are very attentive, once 
a week, or oftener, to appear in their pulpits, and there 
to deliver, in their best style of composition, the word 
of reconciliation; but having discharged this expected 
and contracted-for service, they seem perfectly as hap- 
py if they see no fruit, as if their congregation had 
been bathed in tears,.and some of them more happy, 
than if some broken hearted sinner had cried aloud for 
mercy, or some saint, filled with rapture, had shouted 
aloud the praises of God. After sermon the congre- 
gation is formally dismissed, and most of them seem 
glad the service is over: they leave the church in high 
glee, prattling and laughing all the way home. The 
remainder of the day is spent in hilarity, mirth and 
visiting. These are, however, good christians, and the: 


minister does not chide them!. 


| 
5 
| 
| | 
4 
H 
| 
Py 
| | 
Js | 
| 
of 
| 
| 
| 
Ua 
ay 
| 
« 
4 
> 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


We hope, nevertheless, there are few ministers of 
any name, who fear to reprove vice. Unless a minis- 
ter feel a deep concern for his flock, and an anxious 


restless desire for the conversion of souls, he will take 
fittle pains to get up an excitement; bnt if he feel the 


avorth of souls deeply impressed upon his heart 


and conscience, and that God requires him to be 
active in saving the people, he cannot be happy, 
avhilst he sees professors dull and carnal; sinners, care- 
less and unawakened. He will be constant and ardent 
at a throne of grace. He will rebuke, exhort, and 
advise with all earnestness and long suffering, tn pri- 
vate; and, when he ascends the sacred desk, his man- 
ner, his tears, his earnest appeals and entreaties will 
demonstrate to all, the deep interest he takes in his 
master’s work, and in the salvation of souls. ‘This will 
‘arouse the zeal of the religious, and cause sinners to 
quake and tremble, and a revival will surely succeed. 


Twenty years close observation, has proved this to 
4anur satisfaction, to be the certain result of faithful 
preaching from a minister, who is engaged heartily in 
the work. If all of our Protestant Methodist ministers, 
stationed and unstationed, would become alive to this 
‘mportant werk, which God requires at their hands, we 
should have a jubilee this year in our infant church.— 
Will any one draw back? Why are more persons con- 
verted at camp meetings than elsewhere’ The reason 
is obvious,—the ministers and people go there praying 
for conversions; the ministers are more zealous, plain and 
pointed in their sermons, and they will not rest satisfied 
unless there are conversions. The same anxiety, the 
same zeal, and the same efforts, would produce the 
same effect in our churches. Let every minister of 
our Zion, whether he be old or young, learned or un- 
learned, stationed or unstationed, come out boldly on 
the Lord’s side. Let him get his own soul full of 
heavenly fire and zeal, and make an effort in town and 
country, to get souls for his hire. How many, my 
brother, has God called this year to be partakers of 
his heavenly kingdom through your ministry? What 
fruit have you seen of your labours’? Be not satisfied 
with past success. Never cease to blow the gospel 
trumpet till you cease to breathe—redeem the time 
because the days are evil. 

The minister of the gospel has other duties to per- 
form, besides preaching: He should visit, pray with, 
and stir up the membership; he should encourage 
prayer meetings and class meetings with his presence; 
and not be in too great haste to leave the church when 
he is done preaching. It would be well to conclude 
all our public meetings by a prayer meeting if practi- 
cable. This, however, in some places, would be next 
to impossible; for our own members seem most impa- 
tient to get from the place of worship. This is a bad 
mark, and a worse one, to find them laughing and 
talking before they leave the house of God. I never 
was at a play house, but I have often thought it proba- 
ble, that there is as much noise, as much trifling, and 
as much foolish talking and jesting, at the breaking up 
of some religious congregations, as at the break- 
ing up of atheatre. I hope our church will not follow 
such examples. 


October 11, 1831. 


P. B. H. 


GUILT. 


Oh! if our eyes could look into the hearts 
Of human dwellings standing quietly 
Beneath the sunrise in sweet rural spots, 
Far from all stir, and haply green and bright 
With fragrant growth of dewy leaves and flowers, 
Where bees renew their murmuring morn, and birds 
Begin again to trill their orisons, 
Nature and Life exchanging their repose 
For music and for motion, happier both 
And in their happiness more beautiful 
Than sleep with all its dream,—Oh! if our eyes 
Could penetrate these consecrated walls 
Whose stillness seems to hide an inward bliss 
Diviner than the Dawn’s, what woeful sights 
Might they behold! Hands clasp’d in hopeless prayers 
By dying beds, or pale cheeks drench’d in tears 
Beside cheeks paler far, in death as white _ 
As the shroud-sheets on which the corpses lie; 
Or tossings of worse misery far, where Guilt 
Implores in vain the peace of Penitence, 


- Or sinful Passion, struggling with Remorse, 


Becomes more sinful, in its mad desire 
To reconcile with God's forbidding laws 
A life of cherish’d vice, or daringly 
Doubts or denies eternal Providence! 


INTELLIGENCER. 


From the National Gazette. 
PUBLICATION AND CIRCULATION OF BOOKS. 


_It is a very common thing to hear of the evils of per- 
nicious reading, of how it enervates the mind, or how it 
depraves the principles. The complaints are doubtless 
just. These books could not be read, and these evils 
would be spared the world, if one did not write, and 
another did not print, and another did not sell, and 
another did not circulate them. Are those then without 
whose agency the mischief could not ensue, to be held 
innocent in affording this agency? Yet loudly as we 
complain of the evil, and carefully as we warn our 
children to avoid it, how seldom do we hear public repro- 
bation of the writers! As to printers and booksellers, 
and library keepers, we scarcely hear their offences men- 
tioned at all. We speak not of those abandoned publi- 
cations which all respectable men condemn, but of those 
which, pernicious as they are confessed to be, furnish 
reading rooms and libraries, and are habitually sold in 
almost every bookseller’s shop. Seneca says, ‘he that 
lends a man money to carry him to a brandy house, ora 
weapon for his revenge, makes himself a partner of his 
crime.” He too, who writes or sells a book which will, 
in all probability injure the reader, is accessary to the 
mischief which may be done; with this aggravation, 
when compared with the examples of Seneca, that 
whilst the money might probably do mischief to one or 
two persons, the book may injure a hundred or a thou- 
sand. Of the writers of injurious books, we need say 
nomore. If the inferior agents are censurable, the pri- 
mary agent must be more censurable. A printer or a 
bookseller should, however, reflect, that to be not so bad 
as another, is a very different thing from being innocent. 
When we see that the owner of a press will print any 
work that is offered to him, with no other concern about 
its tendency than whether it will subject him to the 
penalties of the law, we surely must perceive that 
he exercises but a very imperfect virtue. It is obli- 
gatory upon us not to promote ill principles in other 
men? He does not fulfil the obligation. It is obligatory 
upon us to promote rectitude by unimpeachable exam- 
ple? He does not exhibit that example. If it were 
right for my neighbour to furnish me with the means of 
moral injury, it would be wrong for me to accept and 
employ them. 


I stood in a bookseller’s shop and observed his cus- 
tomers successively coming in. One orders a lexicon, 
and one a work of scurrilous infidelity; one Captain 
Cook’s voyages, and one a new licentious romance. If 
the bookseller takes and executes these orders with the 
same willingness, { cannot but perceive that there is an 
inconsistency, an incompleteness, in his moral principles 
of action. Perhaps this person is so conscious of the 
mischievous effects of such books, that he would not al- 
low them in the hands of his children, nor suffer them 
to be seen on his parlour table. But if he thus knows 
the evils they inflict, can it be right for him to be the 
agent in diffusing them? Such a person does not exhibit 
that consistency, that completeness of virtuous conduct, 
without which the christian character cannot be fully 
exhibited. Step into the shop of this bookseller’s neigh- 
bor, a druggist, and then, if a person asks for some ar- 
senic, the tfadesman begins to be anxious. He con- 
siders whether it is probable the buyer wants it for a 
proper purpose. If he does sell it, he cautions the buyer 
to keep it where others cannot have access to it; and 
before he delivers the packet, legibly inscribes upon it— 
Poison. One of these men sells poison to the body, the 
other poison to the mind. If the anxiety and cau- 
tion of the druggist is right, the indifference of the 
bookseller must be wrong. Add to which that the 
druggist would not sell arsenic at all if it were not 
sometimes useful; but to what reader can a vicious book 
be useful? 


Suppose for a moment, that no printer would commit 
such a book to his press, and that no bookseller would 
sell it, the consequence would be that nine-tenths of 
these manuscripts would be thrown into the fire, or 
rather they would never have been written. The infer- 
ence is obvious; and surely it is not needful again to en- 
force the consideration that although your refusal might 
not prevent vicious books from being published, you are 
therefore exempted from the obligation to refuse. A 
man must do his duty whether the effects of his fidelity 
be such as he would desire or not. Such purity of con- 
duct might no doubt circumscribe a man’s business, and 
so does purity of conduct in some other professions; but 
if this be a sufficient excuse for contributing to demoral- 
ize the world, if profit be a justification of a departure 
from rectitude, it will be easy to defend the business of 


a pick-pocket. 


THE 8ST. SIMONIENS. 


“The Saint Simoniens are now displaying, and not 
without success, the greatest activity in spreading abroad 
the venom of their infidel principles. They occupy in 
Paris the largest and most handsomely fitted halls, and 
the crowd follows them every where. The most popular 
of our politico-philosophical newspapers, called “The 
Globe,” edited by the highest literary men, dedicates its 
columns to the propagation of these monstrous doctrines. 

“‘Never was error more visibly stamped with the seal 
of Satan. Their fundamental principle is this: ‘Reli- 
ion is to perfect the social condition of man; therefore 
Christianity is no longer suitable for society; because it 
sets the Christian apart from other men, and leads him 
to live for another world. The world requires a reli- 
gion which should be of this world, and consequently a 
God of this world.’ This is the basis of that doctrine, 
which at the present moment threatens to make large in- 
roads on enlightened society. It ts too metaphysical for 
hem people, but the others seem delighted 
with it. 

“The Saint Simoniens continue to turn to their own 
profit the disgust of the people for Christianity. These 
Saint Simoniens are animated with the deepest hatred 
against our adorable Saviour; they lose no occasion of 
blaspheming Him, and their blasphemies are willingly 
received. I went lately to hear them, accompanied by 
my wife. Their number was considerable. Four young 
men presided; one of them read a discourse on a point 
of political economy; and though the subject was far 
removed from Christianity, the young orator found oc- 
casion to utter some blasphemies against the Saviour. 
As a Christian anda minister of Christ, I could not be 
silent; and as they consent to objections being made, I 
arose to ask leave to speak; leave was granted me, and 
while my wife assisted me by her prayers, I spoke for 
the Lord. A lively discussion took place between us, 
and lasted nearly three-quarters of an hour. I was able 
to judge of the impiety of the people who were there, 
by the murmurs of disapprobation which were raised in 
the auditory when I spoke to them of the love of God in 
the gift of his Son, and of the death of the adorable 
Saviour. I do not known what was the effect produced by 
this discussion. These unhappy people think themselves 
already conquerors; but the Gospel has triumphed over 
other adversaries besides such as these. 

London Missionary Register. 


From the Liberty Hall and Cincinnati Gazette. 
MORMONISM. 


The fact that a sect of fanatics, calling themselves 
Mormonites, have sprung up and extended themselves in 
the western part of New York, and the Eastern part of 
Ohio, is partially known to our readers. The origin, 
character and numbers of this sect have not yet been 
noticed in the Gazette, and it seems proper now to no- 
tice them. 

The ostensifle founder of this fanaticism is a man of 
the name of Jos. Smith, an ignorant, careless, shiftless 
fellow in the commencement of life. His father, named 
Joseph Smith, also, in his early days had been a country 
Pedlar, in New England, and subsequently a manufac- 
turer and vender of ginger-bread, in a small way, in 
Manchester, (N. Y.) Some years ago these two, father 
and son, conceived that money was buried in the earth 
between Lake Canandaigua, and Palmyra, on the Erie 
Canal, and they commenced digging to find it, in com- 
pany with several persons whom they persuaded to join 
them. After a time they engaged a man, who resided 
near Paynesville, in Ohio, to assist and instruct them, 
under the persuasion that he possessed eminent skill in 
money finding. He had been a preacher of several sects 
in religion, was a shrewd, cunning man, of considerable 
talent and great plausibility. Under his direction, the 
digging for money was again commenced, and the 
younger Smith, gave out that he had found a set of gold- 
en plates, concealed in an iron chest, and buried in the 
earth, upon which was engraved the book of Mormion. 
By a special inspiration of God the younger Smith was 
enabled to translate the engravings upon these plates 
into English, and having made a convert of an individual 
of the name of Harris, who had some property, he mort- 
gaged his farm, and raised money to defray the expense 
of printing it, and it was accordingly published in Pal- 
myra (N. Y.) making a duodecimo volume of respecta- 
ble size. The book is supposed to have been written by 
an ex-preacher, whose name is given as Henry Rangdon. 
After the publication of the book, the younger Smith 
began to exhibit himself as a prophet divine! inspired. 
He prayed, preached, and made converts. He “put mo- 


ney in his purse” and in consequence of adivine revelation, 
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removed with his converts to the neighborhood of Paines- 
ville, Ohio. Here his converts increased rapidly; and 
recently a company of about one hundred emigrated 
from that place to some promised land upon the Missou- 
ri, taking with them their common means, their religious 
instructors, and their Mormion bibles. These people 
were of the laboring and farming classes, appeared to be 
decent and respectable. Though coarsely dressed, their 
clothes were clean and whole, and their demeanor was 
quiet and devout. Part of them remain in the neigh- 
bourhood of Painesville, where it is understood they 
continue tomake converts. The last we heard from the 
Missouri Emigrants was, that they were at some loss to 
find the promised land. They maintain a community of 
property, and repose their religious faith upon the book 
of Se ootion. as their bible, and the dogmas of their 
Prophets. This book is a cunningly devised tissue of in- 
congruities, adapted to vulgar prejudice, and written in 


imitation of the style of the Scriptures, and contains | 


frequent allusions to scripture history and doctrines. It 
is a singular proof of the proneness of the human heart 
to idolatry, that such a gross and absurd. imposition 
should find disciples, in the midst of the religious light 
that is spread abroad, and every where surrounds us, In 
this country. It ought to admonish every teacher of re- 
ligion, who feels himself affected by a fiery zeal, wheth- 
er of exclusive orthodoxy or of diffusive schism, to be- 
ware that he does not also become a fanatic. 


POETRY. 


STANZAS, 


ON PSALM Lxxu. 23. 


‘‘Whonr have I in heaven but Thee? And there is none 
upon earth that I desire beside Thee.” 


In purest vision rose my soul 
To heav’n ail blissful sphere: 
The heart’s deep music throbbing stole 
In sweetness on my ear. 


Around me rose, in rainbow hue, 
Gemmed thrones and crystal gold; 

Such as no mortal sight could view, 
Or earth’s stored wealth unfold. 


The scroll of time and mystery, 
In light I saw unsealed; 

Dark truths and things that were to be, 
To mortals unrevealed. 


But still in vain had heav’n appeared, 
So beautiful and fair, 

Had not the great Jehovah reared 
His tabernacle there. 


Without thee, mighty God! each joy 
Is dashed with bitterness; 

And cursing will at length destroy 
The heart it seems to bless. 


But with Thee, e’er to dwell above, 
From earth’s temptations free’d, 
Stringing the sweetest notes of love: 

This, this is heav’n indeed! 


On earth I wandered, while pursued 
My soul—life’s sweetest chord 
Wealth, beauty and each tempting good 
Man’s bosom has adored. 


Long did it pause o’er treacherous hearts, 
And think on broken vows; 

On those whose friendship but imparts 
A thousand bitter throes. 


It sought the hall where splendour shone; 
But ever, uncerneath 

The crown that glittered on the throne, 
It saw the form of death! 


It sighed o’er hope’s delusive dreams, 

_ And, ling’ring e’er despair, | 

Soon found that earth, whate’er it seems, 
Is not indeed so fair. 


Then like, the weary dove, that found 
No rest lipon the sea, 

it sought in vain some solid ground, 
Till brought, O Lord, to thee. 


Still May earth’s pleasures fade away, 
Still may my thoughts aspire; 

And, lest my soul from thee should stray, 

Be still my chief desire. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


BALTIMORE: 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1831. 


CHRISTIANITY ADVANCES INTELLECTUAL, BY 
PURIFYING AND ELEVATING MORAL CHARAC- 
TER. 


‘‘Faults in the life breed errors in the brain. 
* * * 


The mind and conduct mutually imprint 
And stamp their image in each other’s mint.” 


5th. We come now to consider the beneficial influence 
Christianity exerts upon science, by means of its effect 
upon moral character. 

It may be laid down as a general truth, that intellectual 
improvement greatly depends upon purity of morals.— 
Integrity in the heart, sobriety and righteousness in the 
life are favourable to wholesomeness, strength and in- 
tegrity of understanding. Corrupt principle and vicious 
conduct are incompatible with the healthy exercises of 
the mind. They lessen its energy directly, and by pro- 
ducing depravement and debility of body; they weaken 
the love of truth, consequently of those truths which in 
the aggregate constitute science; they favor the inordi- 
nate growth and hurtful predominance of sensuality and 
passion; they are destructive of a taste for intellectual 
pursuits; and finally, they give a cast of restless, un- 
thinking volatility to the mind, utterly repugnant to those 
habits of mental discipline and perseverance, necessary 
to any great progress in the acquisition of knowledge.— 
We speak of vice, as it influences the reason of a man 
and that combination of the higher powers of his mind, 
by which he discerns and discovers truth. For it must 
be allowed, that vicious habits are not unfrequently con- 
comitants of an excellent imagination. Thus, while it is 
almost an anomaly that a debauchee should become an 
eminent philosopher or well skilled in the sciences, 
poets and novelists, (alas! that it should be said,) have 
been distinguished for their immorality and dissipation. 
In Byron we behold a wonderful power of imagination, 
which seemed to gather strength from the lawless licen- 
tiousness of his principles and conduct. . His poetry is 
eminent for energy of expression and depth of interest; 
especially when he pourtrays the character of some 
wild, reckless being, hating God and defying man. Itis 
then his ‘‘words burn and thoughts breathe.’? We al- 
most tremble as he leads us through the black caverns 
of the human heart, and shows us by the glare of his 
fancy the venomous reptiles and unclean spirits, which 
there have their habitation. Now his extreme wicked- 
ness, the unprisoned passions that stormed in his bosom, 
helped him undoubtedly to give so fiery a vividness to 
his pictures. He dipped his pencil in the feelings of his 
own heart;—no wonder he could paint so to the life! 

But let it never be forgotten, that those who have con- 
tributed most largely to the advancement of science, 
have been men of virtuous, of strictly moral habits.— 
‘Newton in Physics, and Locke in Metaphysics, are ever- 
lasting witnesses to this importanttruth. Nay, even the 
higher walks of Poetry have not frequently been con- 
taminated by the foot of vice. Shakspeare, so far as we 
know aught of his private life, was regular and virtuous 
in his conduct, notwithstanding the fictions of some about 
his moral aberrations;—and Milton, the chief of poets, 
was puritanically strict. And who will be so presump- 
tuous as to bring Milton down to the level of the licen- 
tious Byron? There is a loftiness of thought in the one, 


[never equalled by the happiest efforts of the other. To 


compare the conceptions of the latter with those of the 
former, is to compare the sudden flashes of the fickle 
lightning with the steady blaze of the mid-day sun.— 
Yet Byron exerts more power over the minds of some; 
because he flatters the unseemliest features of human 
nature. His fancy brings forth the worst, the most 
ignoble passions of the heart, and throws about them so 
much brightness and beauty, the carnal ones are apt to 
console themselves with the conceit, that their nature is 
not so degenerate as conscience would have them be- 
lieve. So that, he will ever be read with an exquisite 
relish by wicked men; for he is passion’s apologist, 
the eloquent advocate of vice and vicious conduct. 

But to return from this digressive illustration; we take 
it to be an undeniable fact, that virtuous principle and 
conduct are peculiarly auspicious to those regular habits 
of sober, deep thinking and judging, requisite to the 
successful prosecution of scientific research. Now 
Christianity, more than any other system of religion, 
purifies and elevates moral character. The Bible has 
confessedly reared a higher standard of virtue, than was 
ever before known; and the immaculate purity of chris- 
tian ethics is acknowledged even by infidels. Besides, 
the motives and adjuvants to the attainment of this 
moral excellence are peculiar in their nature, and pre- 
eminent for strength and loftiness of character. In 
proportion then to sublimity of object, power of motive 
and amount of facilities, will be the excellency of at- 
tainment. Nor let it be said that small is the number of 
those, who experience the peculiar effects of the religion 
of the Bible. They are enough to exemplify the truth 
of christianity and prove a leaven of righteousness 
among their fellow men. They are enough to salt the 
earth and preserve it from the most corrupt, the most 
hideous manifestations of vice. They are enough to 
shed a bright light upon the world, and shame into con- 
cealment or inexistence the most flagitious deeds of 
darkness. Itis therefore by no means strange that the 
men of our times, within the influence of christianity, 
rise superior to the heathen in moral character. And, 
when we look at the thousands gathered together in re- 
ligious communities, almost faultless in their external, 
their visible deportment; when we recollect that many 
of the grossest vices, which once were practised openly 
and without a blush by the best men of Greece and 
Rome, are now—some of them—hardly known but in 
remembrance, and the rest carried on in secret and in 
darkness, the common sense of the public having de- 
nounced them and branded them as deeply degrading 
and utterly infamous in their character,—we cannot but 


perceive the vast superiority of Christian over Pagan 
morals. 


fluence on the labours of the human mind. So far 
do we magnify this influence, we fear not to say that 
even those infidels, who may have contributed largely to 
the common stock of knowledge, are under immense 
obligations to the religion of the Bible, whether they 
will acknowledge them or not. They boastof their deli- 
cate moral sense, their love of virtue, the purity of their 
conduct. They glory in the light that surrounds them, 
when with pitying eye they look back on the darkness 
of antiquity. Conscious how greatly moral excellence 
has ministered to their intellectual advancement, they 
yet love to talk of this moral excellence as a some- 
thing inherent in their nature, or acquired by their 
own unaided exertions. Now let them reflect as phi- 


tion, and religious discipline of christian parents have 
not had the largest share in the formation of their moral 
character; whether from a christian education they have 
not derived their pure moral principles; whether the 
christian knowledge thereby acquired, and the striking, 
beautiful exemplifications of pure christianity which they 


have been accustomed to witness, have not had the ef- 


In this way, then, Christianity exercises a genial in- 


losophers, and see whether the superintendance, instrucs_~~>, 
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fect of sustaining their moral habits;—at least by con- 
vincing them that virtue is their true interest, and by 
deterring them through shame and motives of decorum 
from the flagrant commission of crime. All this will they 
acknowledge if they be candid. Moreover, though they 
themselves are not under the special influence of Chris- 
tianity, they are greatly indebted for their eminence, (if 
they be eminent,) to that knowledge which has resulted 
in part from the general influence of religion on the 


habits of others. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
“DP.” and ‘Disciple’ are right welcome. We hope 
they will abound in their contributions. They shall ap- 
pear next week. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND, 


Pipe Creek, Frederick county, Md. Oct. 6. 


Dear Brotakn,—Presuming that all intelligence, 
relative to the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
must be interesting to the readers of your paper, | 
send you a short account of the state of religion on this 
circuit. At Westminster, a few weeks ago, the Lord 
visited us with a gracious out-pouring of His Spirit, in 
the awakening and conversion of many souls, both in 
the Methodist Episcopal and Methodist Protestant 
churches. The subjects of the work were principally 
young persons. 

Our society in the town is increasing,—its meetings 
are lively and powerful—and the Lord appears to be in 
its midst. May the great Ilead of the church gracious- 
ly continue the good work of grace! At Pipe Creck 
we are progressing. Many, who were strangers to the 
Covenant of Promise, having no hope, and without God 
in the world, are now made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. At this appointment our meetings are well at- 
tended, large, attentive, and prayerful. 

At Sulphur Springs, a new society has been lately 
formed, and the Lord has made bare his arm in the sal- 
vation of sinners. 

At Union-town, there has been a gracious work of 
God. Many hardened sinners have been awakened 
and converted to God, and have joined our society.— 
Our cause is prospering in every part of the circuit. 
A large number have received the hope of the gospel, 
and have given evidence of a change of heart; of 
whom about fifty have joined the Methodist Protestant 
church. We confidently look for much greater dis- 
plays of the power of our God. O, may his dominion 
be from sea, even to sea, and from rivers, unto the 
ends of the earth! We have great peace and harmo- 


ny in all our societies;—we move on peaceably, with. 


little opposition;—the Lord is with us of a truth. 
Yours in the Gospel of peace, 
JOHN IBBERTSON., 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Warrenton, October 12th, 1831. 


Naar Baoraen,—Our camp meeting at Union Uha- 
pel, Granville county, (commencing the last of Sep- 
tember and concluding the first Thursday in October, ) 
eventuated in happy results to society. During its 
pendence, such was the decorum, that not one admoni- 
tion was given on the subject of order. Non-professors 
were awed into reverence by the awful displays of Di- 
vine power; the people of God appeared to enjoy en- 
rapturing communion with each other and with Heaven; 
and, from the best estimates, one hundred and fifty pro- 
fessed to find peace with God, many of whom were 
over 60 years of age, and one I think over 90. Youth 
and age were alike transported, and both for a while 
seemed to forget that they tabernacled in clay. This 
work claims for its trophies a large proportion of the 
talent and influence of the neighboring country,— 
twenty-five had recently professed pardoning mercy at 
the same chapel, or in the same neighborhood, prior to 
the camp meeting, making a totalof 175. ‘The first 
martyrs for reform in this state, brothers Hunt and Jones, 
organized a society of five, and built Union chapel about 
two years since, and now this chapel is encircled with 
the finest encampment I ever saw, and the very earth 


on which it stands seems holy, from the tears, the 
shouts, and above all, from the blessed Spirit which has 
hallowed it. 

Two other camp meetings of our people lately con- 
cluded; the one in Orange, the other in Guilford. An 
itinerant brother, who attended both, informs me that 
they were greatly blest: at the one 35, at the other 50, 
by the best estimates, professed to find peace with God. 
One other is now pending in Guilford. May the Lord 
of Hosts be there in his saving power. (Whether our 
camp meetings will occur this fall in several other 
counties, as contemplated by us, I think doubtful in 
consequence of the late disturbances.) Surely this is 
the Lord’s doings, and it is marvellous in our eyes.— 
Who that loves the sacred cause, would wish us either 
to languish in, or retire from, the vineyard of the Lord, 
as labourers? Surely not one. 

A young gentleman of the first respectability, in our 
state, who professed the religion of Christ at the Union 
chapel camp meeting, to which I first adverted, asked 
me why the Reformers in Maryland had almost all re- 
turned to the fellowship of the Episcopal Methodist 
Church? I replied, that could not be the fact, and 
pledged him my honour, if it were so, 1 had not been 
informed of it, though my correspondence was very 
extensive. He appeared palsied with astonishment, 
and replied, surely his informant had been misinform- 
ed. I must still say, as the venerable Lorenzo Dow 
said when informed of the publicity of his own death, 
**f don’t believe a word of it.”” Nevertheless, if in 
this [am mistaken, if the Maryland Protestant Meth- 
odist veterans prefer the flesh pots to the manna, or to 
the delicious clusters of the Gospel Vine flourishing in 
the elements of Freedom; much as their Carolina 
brethren would deplore such an event, I think I can 
safely say, there is not one who would follow the ex- 
ample. No! as*a christian brotherhood, we are hap- 
py, we are tenderly united upon the Rock of Ages, and 
our Constitution and Discipline as a visible Bond of so- 
cial union, are sanctioned by our people on the firm 
ground of principle. 

Our success too has surpassed the bounds of rational 
calculation, all things considered. Ist, the religious 
prepossessions and prejudices of human beings, howso- 
ever absurd, are difficult of reformation. 2dly, the 
public mind in the United States is forestalled to a great 
extent, on religious subjects; even the irreligious have 
their sectarian predilections. 3dly, the avowed oppo- 
sition to us is marshalled out and artfully managed 
throughout the United States; it is zealous, bitter, and 
sly, though often plausible to mildness and seeming 
love: and though there are generous spirits in every 
church who love and help us, yet in every cliurch per- 
haps there are party men, who slyly assail and seek to 
confound us. 4thly, we ourseves have pursued a po- 
licy unsuitable to the ordinary grade of the human 
mind even in the present age. We say our distinctive 
existence as a christian denomination is important to 
posterity; and yet we do not exert a proper influence 
with our friends and converts, to induce them to es- 
pouse it, lest we should be considered sectarian. Is 
this pride, or is it principle? If our cause be not im- 
portant, for peace’ sake let us abandon it. If it be, let 
every man and woman, (and the woman can do abun. 
dance in this business,) strain every nerve for its sup- 
port, in every way consonant with a good conscience. 
What! Suffer almost to death for a cause, and then tell 
our converts and friends, by our silence, we dont care 
whether you join us or not? Absurd! We should 
amend in this matter. What! Sisters and Breth- 
ren! See your Ministry suffer persecution, and all the 
peril the laws of the land will allow for this good cause, 
and you cannot admonish a friend by the fire side to 
give us their names and influence. I must cry out, 
help, sisters and brethren, help! Yours, 

W.. W. H. 


For the Methodist Protestant, 
TENNESSEE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 
Bedford county, Tenn. Sept. 8th, 1831. 


Extract from the minutes of the Tennessee Annual Con- 
ference of the Methodist P. Church, held at Union 
camp ground. 

Q. How shall the Conference organize? 

A. Under the conventional articles. 

Q. Who are the member:? 

A. Rev. Richard W. Morris, President. 

Ministers—Rev. Oswell Potts, James Ray, James Wil- 
liams, Samuel Elliott,* Baxter H. Ragsdale, Allen Blank- 
ership, Conellum H. Hines, Charles L. Jeffries,* Joseph 

Walker,* William B. Elgin,* William Peck,* John Cox,* 


Thomas D. Stanley, Haman Baily, David Goodner, Tho- 
mas S. Stilwell,* James Edmondson, Thomas Potts, Wil- 
liam Potts, and John McClure.* 


Lay-delegates—Thomas Burgess, Richard Warner, 
George Jones, James L. Armstrong, Joshua Hooker, 
Mark Whitaker,* Baily Chandler,* Silas Tarver,* Ed- 
ward D. Tarver, Micajah B. Procter,* John Martin,* 
William Sanson,* and Elijah Renshaw.* 

Those marked thus (*) were absent. 


On motion, Resolved, That this Conference adopt the 
Constitution and Discipline of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, and proceed to business as a component part of 
that body. 

Rey. Richard W. Morris was elected President, and 
Dr. James L. Armstrong Secretary. 

Brothers Resin B. Collins, and James D. Hines, two 
local preachers from the southern part of Kentucky, 
made application to join this conference; and also peti- 
tioned that a mission be established there. A communi- 
cation was also received from brother Jacob Sexton, a 
preacher in the Arkansas territory, proposing to become 
attached with 35 members to this conference; and re- 
questing the establishment of a mission in that territory. 
Representations were likewise made that East Tennessee 
was a proper field for missionary labors—as frequent 
letters from our friends there, had been received by our 
President and others, urging the conference to send them 
preachers, whereupon the following missions were es- 
tablished under the care, and in connexion with this 
conference. 

Ist. In the southern part of Kentucky, embracing 
Warren county, and adjacent country. 

2d. Arkanzas Territory. 

3d. East Tennessee. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to establish a superin- 
tendency of missions—and that a superintendent be 
elected, to take the care and oversight of the same.— 
The superintendent shall have the power and authority 
to do and perform all acts assigned by our discipline to 
the President, pooeet such parts of the district as the 
President can attend. 

Q. Who are elected to deacons’ orders? 

A. Resin B. Collins, James D. Hines, Thos. Burgess, 
John Beard, Joshua Hooker, Amariah Biggs, and Wil- 
liam P. Smith. 

Q. Who are elected to elders’ orders? 

A. David Goodner, Thomas D. Stanley, Resin B. Col- 
lins, Thomas Burgess, and William P. Smith—all of 
whom were ordained—except A. Biggs and Wm. P. 
Smith, who were absent. 

Q. Who have asked and obtained unstationed rela- 
tions? 

A. Thomas Potts and D. Potts. 


Members in Society. 
Ministers. Preachers. Members. Total. 


Union Ct: 6 3 182 191 
Liberty do, 8 1 85 94 
B..livar do. 6 3 56 65 
Huntsville do. 4 2 36 42 
Paris do. 4 23 27 
Ken. Miss. 2 2 
Ark. Ter. 2 35 37 
30 ll 417 


Q. Who have been elected stationed ministers? 

4. Thos. D. Stanley, Amariah Biggs, D. Goodner, Jas. 
Edmondson, Willie Peck, Geo. Jones, A. Blankership, 
Resin B. Collins, and Jas. D. Hines. 

Q. How are our ministers stationed? 

1. Richard W. Morris, President. 

Baxter H. Ragsdale, superintenJent of Missions. 

Resin B. Collins and Jas. D. Hines, missionaries to the 
o uthern part of Kentucky. 

Willie Peck, missionary to East Tennessee. 

Union Ct.—Haman Baily, Geo. Jones. 

Liberty do.—Thos. Burgess, Allen Blankership. 

Boliver M. Eiliott. 

Paris do.—Amariah Biggs. 

Huntsville do.—D. Goodner, Jas. Edmondson. 

Trenton do.—Thos. D. Stanley. 


Our next Annual Conference will be held at Civil- 
order, in Bedford county, Tenn. (a place 7 miles north 
of the fishing ford on Duck river, on the road leading 
from Nashville to Huntsville,) commencing on the first 
Wednesday in December, 1832. 

It gives nie pleasure to add, that during the sitting of 
the Conference, our friends in attendance at the camp- 
meeting, organized a ‘Missionary and Preachers’ Aid 
Society,” and subscribed upwards of one hundred and 
fifty dollars—with a recommendation that each circuit 
form an auxiliary. 

I would further state, that a regular abstract of the 


proceedings of our Annual Conference in Sept. 1830, 
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was made out by me, and forwarded to Brother Dorsey, | 
then editor of the Mutual Rights. Its reception was ac- 
knowledged but never published. It was owing to this 
failure, we presume, that our Conference was not recog- 
nized, with the others, in the formation of the Disci- 
pline—because in the abstract it was certified, that Rev. 
Baxter H. Ragsdale and Edward D. Tarver, esq. were 
elected our delegates to attend the convention. If this 
fact had been known by the convention, surely the 
names of our delegates would have been inserted—if 
not present—and our branch of the church recognized. — 
JAMES L. ARMSTRONG. 


‘ For the Methodist Protestant. 
ARKANSAS TERRITORY. 


Washington county, (4. T.) Sept. 8th, 1831. 


Dear Brotner,—I informed you in a former commu- 
nication, that myself, one other local preacher, one ex- 
horter, and some ten or twelve private members, asso- 
ciated under the conventional articles in December last, 
and notwithstanding we have had to labour under great 
difficulties, as neither brother Curiton nor myself are 
ordained ministers, and we have had no opportunity of 
becoming connected with our brethren in consequence 
of the distance we live from them. We have also met 
with great opposition from our Episcopal brethren, par- 
ticularly from the ministers. Notwithstanding all this, 
we have large and respectable congregations in general, 
and reform is still gaining ground in this section of the 
country. We have now in society upwards of fifty 
members; peace and harmony appear to prevail amongst 
us, and all that have united with us continue to be stead- 
fast in the faith. 

_ There has been a glorious revival of religion in Wash- 
ington county, within the two months last past, and the 
blessing of God have not been confined to any one sect 
or deuomination, but all appear to have participated.— 
At two camp meetings held by our Episcopal brethren, 
we learn that there were upwards of fifty conversions; 
at two, held by our Presbyterian brethren, there is said 
to have been 51 conversions; at a camp meeting held in 
a remote part of the county by the Presbyterians and 
Reformers, there were 11 conversions, and great peace 
and harmony prevailed. 

_ We held a camp meeting, which commenced the 9th 
inst. on Sugar-tree Hill, near Cane Hill, assisted by our 
Presbyterian brethren. The weather was very rainy in 
the commencement, so that it was with difficulty the 
people could attend, until Saturday afternoon. That 
night, one person professed religion. In the forenoon, 
on Sunday, there were two sermons delivered to an at- 
tentive congregation, and in the afternoon one: after 
which, the sacrament of the Lord’s supper was admin- 
istered to us by the Rev. Andrew Buchanan, a Presby- 
terian minister. It was truly a time of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord; mourners were now called 
for, and came forward by scores. The good work of the 
Lord now commenced, and continued the greater part 
of the night. Thirty-three professed to find Jesus pre- 
cious to their souls before morning. On Monday morn- 
ing there were prayers at the stand at an early hour, 
and at ten o’clock a sermon was delivered, followed by 
an exhortation. The good work continued until Tues- 
day morning, and in the course of the day, Monday and 
Monday night, there were 22 more that professed reli- 
gion, making in the whole 55 persons converted. On 
Tuesday morning the people were called to the stand, 
an exhortation was delivered, and a door being opened 
by us, a goodly number of respectable persons came 
forward as candidates for church membership. I then 
invited as many as were determined to flee the wrath to 
come, and seek their soul’s salvation, to come forward 
and give me their hand in token. A large majority of 
the unconverted, present, came forward with streaming 
eyes and aching hearts, and it is generally thought there 
has not been such a meeting west of the Mississippi.— 
May the good Lord own and bless our feeble efforts, and 
carry on his work! Yours respectfully, 

JACOB SEXTON. 


CHRISTIAN MINISTER. 


With holy prayers, heaven’s portals he unbars, 
And ever watches like the unwearied stars; 
Alms are his hoard, from moth and rust secure, 
His brethren are the faithful and the poor; 

His soul imbibes simplicity’s mild ray, 

Direct effulgent from eternal day. 

He fathoms truth, and for his darling flock 
Draws living waters from a heavenly rock; 

For penitents he heaves condoling sighs— 
Next to their tears, a grateful sacrifice. 


Christian Advocate. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions commenced its annual session, in this city (Boston) 
on Wednesday the 5th inst. The first day of the session 
was mostly taken up with the reading of the annual Re- 
port of the Prudential Committee, an abstract of which 
we are permitted to give below. 

On Thursday much time was spent in hearing and con- 
sidering the report of a committee, of the General As- 
sembly, on the best means to bring up the Presbyterian 
church to a more vigorous co-operation in the missiona- 
ry work. The Annual Sermon was preached according 
to appointment, by Dr. Woods, at the Centre Church, on 
Wednesday evening. On Thursday evening, some ex- 
tracts from the Annual Report were read in the same 
place before a large assembly, and were heard with the 
deepest interest. Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Rice of New York; and addresses made by Drs. Corne- 
lius, Lansing, Beecher, and McAuley. A contribution 
was taken up at the close of the meeting, amounting to 
$303 00 

Summary of Report.—The board has eighteen district 
missions under its care;—four in Asia, three in Europe, 
ten among the Indian tribes of North America, and one 
in Polynesia. These missions embrace 51 stations, and 
are composed of 81 preachers, 45 Jay assistants, and 
126 female helpers, married and single;—in all 232. 
Fourteen preachers of the gospel have received appoint- 
ments, with a view to their proceeding into different 
fields as soon as possible. One of these is, indeed al- 
ready on the way to the place of his destination. Eight, 
with a physician and printer, are expected to embark, 
during the present month, for the Pacific.—One is des- 
tined to liberated Greece; another to Palestine; another to 
the Jews of Turkey; and two to Bombay. 

The number of schools in the several missions is 1,045, 
containing upwards of 50,000 scholars. There are four 
printing establishments, with eight presses, from which 
not far from 1,000,000 of books, and 47,000,000 of pa- 
ges, have been issued in eleven different languages. 
Thirty-three churches have been organized, and contain 
upward of 1300 members; and within the period embrac- 
ed by this Report, not less than five of the missions have 
been visited with copious effusions of the Spirit of God. 

The receipts of the Board for the year ending August 
31, 1831, were $100,934 09; and the expenditures, in- 
cluding the debt of the last year, which has been paid, 
were $103,875 62. The means of sending forth the 14 
or 15 missionaries, now under appointment, are yet to be 
received. But the receipts for the year have been so 
much better than there was a prospect they would be, 
six months ago, that the friends of the cause are under 
special obligation to the Head of the church.—Religious 
Intelligencer. 


PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Editor of the Courier & Enquirer: 
Lonpon, 6th September, 1831. 
Morning, 12 o’clock. 


Gentlemen,—Yesterday areport was spread on Change 
that the health of the Emperor Nicholas was in a very 
precarious state. I have enquired both of German mer- 
chants and Russian, whether there is any foundation for 
it, and I understand that there is,—that the Emperor, 
who is of a very passionate temper, has been considera- 
bly affected by the late Cisorders in the capital, and the 
attempts which have been made at conspiracy. It is im- 
possible, however to obtain accurate information on the 
subject, the Imperial Court having retreated to Peter- 
shoff, and being surrounded by ten thousand guards, so 
that access has become, lately almost impossible: Still, 
from the Janguage held by the Russian merchants, it is 
believed that a violent and bloody catastrophe is appre- 
hended, especially if the war with Poland should not be 
quickly finished.—Concerning that country, the informa- 
tion is of the most contradictory description. 

While the Prussian and Austrian papers affirm that the 
surrender of Warsaw is expected every day, the Ham- 
burgh Journals say on the contrary, that Paskewitsch 
has been forced to retire, he being unable to effect his 
junction with Gen. Rudiger, who was to join him from 
the South, and that the latter has lost a battle in which 
5000 Russians were killed, wounded, and taken prison- 
ers, with twenty cannon. In the afternoon, letters from 
the theatre of war are expected, and then I shall be able 
to give more positive information. This much however, 
appears certain—that Skrzynecki has been negotiating 
with Paskewitsch, who had almost reached the walls of 
Warsaw,—and that these negotiations were interrupted 
by the revolution and disorders in Warsaw—the Club 


- 


having got information of them and stirred up the lower 
classes, and that in consequence of the success of the 
Club party General Dembinski was appointed Comman- 
der-in-Chief instead of Skrynecki, and Crackoviecki to 
the command of Warsaw. 


If the Poles can only hold out six months longer, then 


Russian empire. Nicholas is straining every nerve to 
bring the war to a close; but it is certain that whole dis- 
tricts and governments of his empire are almost ina 
state of insurrection, and that he will be unable to carry 
on the war for more than six months. 

Here in London, the public mind is so entirely taken 
up by the Coronation, that even the great question before 
Parliament is almost forgotten.—In the House of Com- 
mons however, the bill approaches its third reading, and 
then it will be carried into the House of Lords, who are 
making preparations for mustering their forces,—the 
Committee of Charles-street having issued a circular to 
all stray members of the Tories. Last night 12 clauses 
were disposed of in the bill—26 more remain. It is 
hoped that every clause will be disposed of before the 
coronation. 

Afternoon, 4 o’clock. 

An insurrection has broken out in the military colo- 
nies of Russia, (founded by the Emperor Alexander in 
the Crimea and the adjacent governments, after the ex- 
ample of the Austrian military colonies in the Bannat,) 
which has spread already to the neighboring govern- 
ments, and is attended with the most terrible excesses. 
Nearly all the commanders and officers of the colonists 
—mostly Germans and Prussians—have either been killed 
or forced to fly, and the insurrection is said to spread 
rapidly. General Tolskoi, who has been marching from 
Lithuania to jein Marshal Paskewitsch, has, in conse- 
quence, received orders to halt. The insurrection was 
caused by the late Ukase of the Emperor, by which four 
soldiers were to be raised from every five hundred inhab- 
itants of the Empire, and the military colonies were to 
march en masse. 

An article in the North American Review, on Reform, 
and the present state of England--ascribed to the au- 
thor of ‘‘Europe and America”—has excited general at- 
tention among both parties here; and strange to say, it 
has become a sort of text-book for the Tories. In this 
respect it has done some harm, I must confess, and the 
Parliamentary debates in the house of Lords will prove 
it. I wish by no means to detract from the merits of 
this extremely clear-sighted and clever article, but for 
the sake of the question now before the House, many 


have been much better if the ultimate consequences of 
the struggle had been pointed out less clearly. | 


From the Milledgeville Recorder, Sept. 24. 
THE MISSIONARIES. 7 


Our correspondent writes to us from Lawrenceville on 
the 16th inst. as follows:— 


‘An interesting trial took place yesterday, before 
the Superior Court of this county, in the case of the 
State against Elizur Butler; Samuel A.Worcester, James 
Trott, Missionaries, and eight other white men, residents 
of the Cherokee country; the latter, with but one ex- 
ception, have intermarried with Cherokee women. 

They were arraigned and tried for living in the terri- 
tory occupied by the Cherokees within the chartered 
limits of Georgia, in violation of a law passed at the 
last session of the Legislature, which required them to 
take an oath to support the Constitution and laws of the 
State. It was contended by Counsel in their behalf, that 
the laws was unconstitutional; that the state has no 
right to exercise jurisdiction over that territory, and to 
make such an exaction of them, inasmuch as it was not 
required of other citizens. The Counsel for the state 
insisted that it had been the uniform practice for years 
past, to enforce the criminal jurisdiction of the state 
over that section of country; that individuals similarly 
situated had been punished for a violation of the laws; 
they cited authorities to prove the right of the state in 
this respect, and that other states had under precisely 
similar circumstances, exercised both civil and criminal 
jurisdiction. A jury had been selected from a full pan- 
nel about 9 o’clock in the morning, supposed to be as 
impartial and as little biased by prejudice as any that 
could be obtained. The argument did not close until 
after 12 o’clock at night. Judge Clayton then adverted 
to the evidence of the case, pronounced the law under 
which the prisoners were arraigned to be, in his opinion, 
clearly constitutional, cited instances of decisions in 
similar cases heretofore determined, and directed the 
jury to decide for themselves from the evidence in the 
case as to their guilt or innocence. The jury after fif- 
teen minutes absence, returned, finding the whole 


their very resistance must subvert the foundations of the . 


eminent men have expressed the opinion, that it would © 
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_ charges which have been made against me in the argu- 


_ then Ihave nothing to say why the sentence of the law 


cuitty. The prisoners were to-day sentenced to under- 
go four years imprisonment in the Penitentiary. When 
they were arraigned to receive sentence, and the ques- 
tion was put by the court why it should not be pro- 
nounced. Mr. Worcestet rose and replied to the follow- 
ing effect—if not in the precise words:— , 
“May it please the Court—If I am guilty of the 


ment of this case, but not alledged in the indictment, 


should not be pronounced against me—But-I aver before 
my God and my country, that I am not guilty of those 
charges. I therefore say what I have heretofore said, 
that the state of Georgia has no right of jurisdiction 
over the territory in which I reside, and therefore this 
Court has no right to pass sentence upon me.” 


It has been intimated here that these prisoners act un- 
der the advice of high counsel—that their case is ex- 
pected to be removed by writ of error and they releas- 
ed—some of them not desiring the Executive clemency. 


Counsel for the prisoners, Messrs. Harden, Chester, 
Harris, and Underwood. For the State, Messrs. Soli- 
citor, Trippe, Hutchings and Holt. Mr. Mounger also 
addressed the Jury, but merely with the view of cau- 
tioning them against being influenced by any degree of 
prejudice in their decision.” 


The eleven persons against whom sentence was pro- 
nounced, were brought to this place by the sheriff of 
Gwinnett county, on Thursday last. Nine of them were 
pardoned, after giving assurances that they would not 
again violate the laws. But two of the Missionaries, 
Messrs. Worcester and Butler, declining to give any 
such assurance, and appearing not disposed to profit by 
the executive clemency, which would have been extend- 
ed to them, in common with the others, if they had giv- 
en such assurances, were committed to the Penitentiary. 
Subjoined is the Governor’s letter to the Inspectors of 
the Penitentiary and their answer. 


Executive OFrice, 
September 22d, 1831. 


GeNTLEMEN,—I understand that a number of persons 
have been lately convicted in Gwinnet county, for illegal 
residence in the territory occupied by the Cherokees 
within the state, and will very soon be placed within the 
Penitentiary, unless they should be considered proper 
subjects for the exercise of Executive clemency. As it 
is possible that some of those persons may have commit- 
ted the offence of which they have been convicted un- 
der mistaken opinions of their own duty, or of the pow- 
ers of the Government, I am desirous of pardoning such 
of them as may have thus acted, and will now give as- 
surances, that they will not again violate the laws of 
the state; if they should be found worthy of such cle- 
mency. 

Tes are requested to see each of the prisoners, and 
converse with them alone, and ascertainining from them 
whether they are disposed to promise not again to of- 
fend the laws if they should be pardoned. You are also} 
requested to ascertain as accurately as you can, what has | 
been the general character of each of the convicts, and | 
the motives which have influenced them in their opposi- 
tion to the authority of the State. 

The result of your inquiries and conversation, you 
will oblige me by communicating as early as convenient. 

Very respectfully, yours, &c. 
GEORGE R. GILMER. 


Messrs. James Camak, Benjamin White, Tomlinson Fort, | 
Inspectors of the Penitentiary. : 


PENITENTIARY, 22d Sept. 1831. 


Sir,—In compliance with your request of this date, 
we met at the Penitentiary, and investigated the cases of 
each of the individuals brought from Gwinnet, separate- 
ly. Enclosed, we sent statements of James T. Trott,— 
Samuel Mays (No. 1,) Edward Delosier, (No. 2,) Surry 
Eaton (No.3) Thomas Gann (No. 4,) A. Copeland, 
(No. 5.) You will find also a written petition in favor 
of S. Mays, enclosed in No. 1. meas 

We have personally examined Benjamin F. Thompson, | 
James A..-Thompson, and John F. Wheeler.—The above 
persons, all request your clemency, On condition that they 
will not again violate the law. They are stated by Mr. 
Trott and Butler to be respectable, honest citizens. 

With regard to Mr. Butler, he authorizes us to state, 
that he could not take the oath of allegiance to the 
State, without peryuring himself, as he views the case— 
he cannot consent to change of residence with his present 
feelings. 

Mr. Worcester states, that he has taken the course he 
has pursued, from a firm conviction of duty—if he had 
been dispesed to submit, he would not have proceeded so 
far—he has applied to the Supreme Court, and expects 


soon to hear from his application. 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


Mr. Wheeler states that his family is within the char- 
tered limits, and that he intends to return there, but will 
not subject himself to another arrest. : 

Respectfully your, Obedient servants, 


Bens. A. Wuits, 
James Camak, Inspectors. 
TOMLINSON Fort. 
GATHERER. 


From the Young Ladies’ Jowrnal. 
FATE OF THE APOSTLES. 


St. Matthew.—This Apostle and Evangelist, is suppos- 
ed to have suffered martyrdom, or was slain with a sword 
at a city in Ethiopia. , 

St. Mark.—This Evangelist was dragged through the 
streets of Alexandria, in Egypt, until he expired. 

St. Luke.—This Evangelist was hanged upon an Olive 
tree in Greece. 

St. John.—This Apostle and Evangelist, was put into 
a caldron of scalding oil, at Rome, and escaped unhurt. 
He afterwards died a natural death at Ephesus, in Asia. 

St. Peter.—This Apostle was crucified at Rome, with 
his head downwards, by his own request, thinking him- 
self unworthy to die in the same posture and manner as 
his blessed Master. 

St. James, the great.—This Apostle was beheaded at 


Jerusalem. 


St. James, the less.—This Apostle was thrown from a 
pinnacle, or wing of the temple, and then beaten to 


death with a fuller’s club. 


St. Philip.—This Apostle was hanged up against a 
pillar at Hierapolis, a city of Phrygia. | 

St. Bartholomew.—This Apostle was flayed alive by 
the command of a barbarous king. 

St. Andrew.—This Apostle was bound to a cross, from 


whence he preached to the people until he expired. 


St. Thomas.—This Apostle was run through the body 
with a lance, at Coromandel, in the East Indies. 

St. Jude.—This Apostle was shot to death with arrows. 

St. Simon, the zealot.—This Apostle was crucified in 


Persia. 


St. Matthias.—This Apostle was first stoned, and then 


beheaded. 


St. Barnabas.—This Apostle of the Gentiles was stoned 
to death by the Jews, at Salamis 

St. Paul.-This Apostle was beheaded at Rome, by the 
tyrant Nero. W. H. 

Philadelphia, 1831. 


SCENES IN GREECE 


“The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to 


play.”—Exodus xxxii. 6. 
So did the Israelites, when Moses and Aaron lived; 


and so do men in the present day, in different countries; 
though in some places the words will apply more strictly 
than in others. In England there are parish feasts, or 
wakes; in France there are annual fairs; and in the 
Greek isles, each church has its panageri, or fair, when 
the people literally sit down to eat and to drink, and 
afterwards rise up to play. The drum and the lute are 
heard among them; and men dance by the hour in the 
public street, or in some other place near the church, 
where a temporary square is formed by planks. Pic- 
tures are hung all round, and colours are flying at the 
corners of the square, and in other parts of the parish 


where the fair is held. For some days, prior to this sea- 
son, the drum and lute sound round the town or village, 
and money is collected on a plate, or in a box, with 


some saint painted upon it. On such occasions there is 


always a procession, consisting of noisy boys going be- 
fore; the picture of the Virgin follows, with Priests in 
their robes; anda crowd of people close the scene.— 
This frequently takes place very early in the morning; 
and it is soon followed by the blazing of large fires, and 
the roasting of whole sheep. The people sit down to 


‘eat and drink, and the dance is continued all night.— 


Some of these fairs continue for two or three days. 

In the country the practice is somewhat different. At 
the convent of Anafonitra, where I once was, the people 
from the surrounding villages had assembled on the pre- 
ceding evening; and the usual.procession had taken 
place early in the morning. I did not arrive until it 
was over. The bells were ringing; and after some time 
the service of the church began. I observed, what I 
have always seen in the Greek churches, that at the 
reading of the Epistle and Gospel, every one is silent 
and attentive; whilst in other parts of the service, they 
talk frequently one with another, and appear very care- 
less. On walking out, 1 counted more than a dozen 
sheep and lambs all roasting whole by large fires, kindled 
onthe ground. After the service, the people sat down 
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in small groups, under the olive trees, and ate their meat 
with bread, and drank their wine; but there was no drum 
or fife, no dancing. They rose up, and departed quietly 
and soberly to their homes. I was reminded of Cow- 
per’s words,—“‘God made the country, and man made 
the town.” I thought nothing could have been more 
appropriate than the Priests addressing the people on 
the truth of the Gospel; and the time surely will come, 
when the Spirit of the Lord will be poured out, and the 
people turn to the Lord with full purpose of heart. 

I observed, the only thing sold at this fair, were the 
skins of goats, or other animals, which make the bottles 
referred to in Scripture, and in which the wine is car- 
ried. New wine requires rew bottles; for it will burst 
— (Matt. ix. 17.) 

nle. 


DRINKING, AN ANECDOTE. 


A gentleman, travelling in Essex some years ago, call- 
ed at the house of a friend, where he met with a young 
minister, who was just going to preach in the neighbour- 
hood. The gooé lady of the house kindly offered him a 
glass of spirits before he entered upon his work; which 
offer he accepted. That such mistaken acts of kindness 
are, in many places, far from being solitary, the writer 
knows from experience, and that they should ever be 
made or accepted, he views with the sincerest regret. 

An elderly man, who was present, and witnessed the 
circumstance to which I have referred, approached the 
young preacher, and thus addressed him:—‘tMy young 
friend, Jet me offer you a word of advice respecting the 
use of liquors. There was atime when I was as accept- 
able a preacher as you now may be; but by too frequent- 
ly accepting of the well-designed offers of my friends, I 
contracted a habit of drinking, so that now I never go 
to bed sober, if I can get liquor. I am, indeed, just as 
miserable as a creature can be on this side of hell.” 

About two years after this, the traveller, just mention- 
ed, had occasion to call again at the same house, when, 
on making inquiry concerning the unhappy drinker, he 
learnt that he had been some time dead; and no doubt, 
in consequence of hisintemperance. He was informed 
that, towards the close of life, he had not drank to the 
same excess; but it was only because he could not obtain 
spirituous liquors. 

This awful fact loudly says, ‘“‘Beware of indulging in 
strong liquors;” the habit of which insensibly steals on 
its victim, who is too often not aware of the danger, 
“till a dart strikes through his liver,” Prov. vii. 23.. 


THE MAID AT THE INN. 


A traveller who feared God, and whose custom was to 
recommend religion wherever he went, was, sometime 
ago, taking his regular round in a certain county in. Eng- 
land, when he took occasion to speak of religion to one 
of the maids in the inn where he tarried. He asked her, 
if she ever prayed to Almighty God. ‘Yes,’’she replied, 
“] say, ‘Our Father, which art in heaven.’”? ‘Do you,” 
inquired the traveller, “never say any other prayer but 
the Lord’s prayer?” ‘‘No,” answered she, “I do not 
know how to pray in any other way. Ican say nothing 
else.” The traveller rejoined, “If you can say nothing 
else, at least make this your prayer, ‘God be merciful to 
me a sinner.’ ”’? He then promised that if she would use 
prayer ever day till he came again, in the course of six 
months, he would make her a present of a new gown. 
To this she agreed. In the course of six months, he re- 
turned to the same inn, and on inquiring for Polly, he 
was told by the hostess, that she was not now in her 
service; that she had gone among the Methodists, had 
become crazed, and had left the inn. He was glad to 
find that she had not left the toy and was determined 
to find her, if possible. After some inquiries, he found 
her. Her heart heaved with gratitude, her eyes over- 
flowed with tears of joy, at the appearance of him who 
had been an instrument of so much good to her soul. 
She then informed him, that she had not long prayed, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner,” before He showed 
her that she was a sinner indeed, deserving the miseries 
of hell; and that He soon afterwards answered her 
prayer, in mercifully pardoning all her sins, and making 
her a new creature in Christ Jesus. 


SBLECT REMARKS. 


How cross soever the winds and tides of Providence 
at any time seem to us, yet nothing is more certain than 
that they all conspire to hasten sanctified souls to God, 
und fit them for glory.—Flavel. 


If thou risest from a low estate toa great one, it is but 


like stepping from a boator barge into a anips thy dangers 
continue, for thou art still upon the sea.— Calamy, 
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POETRY. 


From Blackwood’s Mag azine. 


“BELOVED OF HEAVEN ARE ALL THE INNOCENT.” 


The Book of Nature and the Book of God 
Interpreted by dreadless Piety,— 

Pursuing her vocation, unappall’d 

By mystery of evil, mid the stars 

Whose places are appointed in the sky, 

Or mid the goings on of human hearts 

A planetary system hard to scan, 

But in its strange irregularities 

Obeying steadfast laws,—on every page 

In lines of light a calm assurance gives 

To spiritual Faith of one immortal truth, 
“Beloved by Heaven are all the Innocent!” 
We see them disappear in sudden death, 

And leaving tender spots of sunniness 
Darker than if that radiance ne’er had shone. 
The beauty of their faces is eclipsed 

For ever; and for ever their sweet names 
Forgotten, or when read upon their tombs, 
We know not what surpassing grace endow’d 


The dust that once was life. Sometimes they wane 


Slowly and sadly into dim decay, 

Dying by imperceptible degrees 

Hourly before our eyes that still must shed 
Their foolish tears for them who for themselves 
Weep not, but gaze with orbs of joyful light 
Upon the coming dawn. The innocents 

Are thus for ever melting, from the earth, 

Like dewdrops all at once, or like dewdrops 
Slowly exhaled. But never in our grief 

Lose we our righteous confidence in Heaven. 
Long as they live, our spirits cling and cleave 
To theirs, unwilling that they should depart 
From our home to their own—our chilly clime 
To that pure ether where the lily white 

Shall never droop nor wither any more, 
Perennial by the founts of Paradise. 

But when we see the bosom has no breath, 
And that indeed the lovely dust is dead, 

With faith how surely resignation comes, 

And smiles away al] mortal sorrowing! 
Annihilated is all distance then 

Between the blackness of the coffin-lid 

And Mercy’s Throne of shining chrysolite; 
While in the hush, at first so terrible, 

As if the spirit sang to comfort them 

Their own child’s blissful voice both parents hear 
Among the hallelujahs. Death is not, 

And nothing is but everlasting life. 

‘Beloved of Heaven are all the Innocent!” 


NMEAVEN’S SHADOW CAST BEFORE IT. 


Oh! mourn not, that in nature transitory 
Are all her fairest and her loveliest things; 
And frail the tenure as a web of dew 
By which they hold tolife. For therein lies 
The might of the refulgent rose, the power 
Of the pale lily’s leaf. The sweetest smile 
That glides along the face of innocence 
Js still the saddest, and the sadness eomes 
From dim forebodings of an early death. 
Those sudden goings-down into the grave 
Of the young beautiful, do sanctify 
The light surviving in the precious orbs 
Of eyes permitted yet awhile to shine; 

And fathers seeing in their daughters’ eyes 
A cloudless heaven of sweet affection, 
Sometimes will shudder, as they think upon, 
They know not why, a Maiden’s Funeral! 


TURKISH HONESTY. 


In the winter of 1828, a Turkish postman was sent to 
some distant part with a considerable quantity of money 
in specie. The money, in such cases, is carried in bags, 
which the merchants call groupes. They are given to 
the postman, and without receiving any written docu- 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 
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ment as proof of the apo This man, on returning 
from his journey, was applied to by a French house for 
fifteen thousand piastres; a sum at that time equal to two 
hundred and fifty pounds. He made no attempt to evade 
the demand, but he immediately said, ‘I have doubtless 
lost the groupe, and must therefore pay you as soon as | 
can raise the money.” After maturely thinking of the 
loss, he returned by the same road, quite confident that 
if any Mussulman should find the money, it would be re- 
turned to him. - He had travelled nearly the whole dis- 
tance, when he arrived, in a very melancholy mood, at 
a small, miserable coffee house, where he remembered 
to have stopped a few moments on his way. He was ac- 
costed at the door by the café-jee, who callec out to him, 
‘Hallo, sheriff! when you were last here, you left a bag, 
which I suppose to contain gold. You will find it just 
where you placed it.”” The postman entered, and dis- 
covered the identical groupe, evidently untouched; al- 
though it must have been left exposed to the grasp of the 
numerous chance customers of a Turkish café.—Keppel’s 
Journey across the Balcan. 


ON SLEEPING IN CHURCH. 


There is one moral disadvantage to which all preach- 
ing is subject; that those who, by the wickedness of their 
lives, stand in greatest need, have usually the smallest 
share; for either they are absent on the account of idle- 
ness, or spleen, or hatred to religion—or in order to doze 
away the intemperance of the week; or, if they do 
come, they are sure to employ their minds rather any 
other way, than regarding or attending to the business 
of the place. 

There is no excuse so trivial, that will not pass upon 
some men’s consciences to excuse their attendance at 
the public worship of God. Some are so unfortunate as 
to be always indisposed on the Lord’s day, and think 
nothing so unwholesome as the air of a church.— 
Others have their affairs so oddly contrived, as to be al- 
ways unluckily prevented by business. With some it is 
a great mark of wit and deep understanding, to stay at 
home on Sundays. Others, again, discover strange fits 
of laziness, that seize them, particularly on that day, 
and confine them to their beds. Others are absent out 
of mere contempt of religion. And, lastly, there are 
not a few who look upon it as a day of rest, and there- 
fore claim the privilege of their castle, to keep the 
Sabbath by eating, drinking, and sleeping, after the toil 
and labour of the week. Now in all this the worst cir- 
cumstance is, that these persons are such whose com- 
panies are most required, aud who stand most in need 
of a physician. 

But of all misbehaviour, none is comparable to that of 
those who come here to sleep; opium is not so stupifying 
to many persons as an afternoon sermon. Perpetual 
custom hath so brought it about, that the words of what- 
ever preacher become only a sort of uniform sound at a 
distance, than which nothing is more effectual than to 
lull the senses. For, that it is the very sound of the ser- 
mon which bindeth up their faculties is manifest from 
hence, because they all awake so very regularly as soon 
as it ceaseth, and with much devotion receive the bless- 
ing, dozed and besotted with indecencies I am ashamed 
to repeat. 

One cause of this neglect is a heart set upon worldly 
things. Men whose minds are much enslaved to earthly 
affairs all the week, cannot disengage or break the chain 
of their thoughts so suddenly as to apply to a discourse 
that is wholly foreign to what they have most at heart. 
Tell an usurer of charity, and mercy, and restitution— 
you talk to the deaf; his heart and soul, with all his sen- 
ses, are got among his bags, or he is gravely asleep, and 
dreaming of a mortgage. Tell a man of business, that 
the cares of the world choke the good seed; that we must 
not encumber ourselves with much serving; that the sal- 
vation of his soul is the one thing necessary. You see, 
indeed, the shape of a man before you, but his faculties 
are all gone off among clients and papers, thinking how 
to defend a bad cause, or find flaws in a good one; or he 
weareth out the time in drowsy nods. 

There are many who place abundance of merit in go- 
ing to church, although it be with no other prospect but 
that of being well entertained, wherein if they happen 
to fail, they return wholly disappointed. Hence it is be- 
come an impertinent vein, among people of all sorts, to 
hunt after what they call @ good sermon, as if it were a 
matter of pastime and diversion. 

This indecent sloth is very much owing to that luxury 
and excess men usually practise upon this day; by which 
half the service thereof is turned to sin; men dividing the 
time between God and their bellies, when, after a glut- 


{ tonous meal, their senses dozed and stupified, they retire 


to God’s house to sleep out the afternoon. 


Surely, 
brethren, these things ought not so to be. 


DEAN SWIFT. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


OUR PATRONS AND FRIENDS 


Have been delighted no doubt, with the cheering intelli-. 


gence of the success of our Infant Church.—Every num- 
ber of our paper has teemed with the history of its grow- 
ing prosperity.—The past contains only small indications 
of what we hope ere long to report.—Confidential com- 
munications, which we do not feel at liberty to publish, 
tell in accents loud as thunder that the Methodist Protest- 
ant Church is destined to take a highly respectable stand 
among her sister churches.—Humility, faith, and love 
with practical obedience to what the Great Head of 
the Church has commanded—will lead us as a church to 
Glory and to God. 


GF-Three Dollars are required of those who are 
now in arrears for the present year. Such persons, by 
remitting Five Dollars to the Publisher, will be credited 
in full for the years 1831 and 1832. 


§#T wo Dollars, received in advance by the Publisher, 


by the first day of January next, will be considered in 
full for the second volume. 


BOOKSELLER, BALTIMORE, 
Has just Published, 
AN EXPOSITION OF THE LATE CONTROVERSY IN THB 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
By the Rev. Samuel K. Jennings, M. D. 


This work, forming about 250 pages octavo, hand- 
somely printed on superfine medium paper, furnishes the 
most striking principles and facts involved in the contro- 
versy; from which it will be seen, that piety unques- 
tionable, and character the most unexceptionable, form 
no safe-guard from violence to any respectable minority 
of the ministers and members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, when said minority shall be found labouring 
with unshrinking fidelity and perseverance to inquire 
into, argue out, and demonstrate the monopoly of the 
itinerant ministers of the said Church, in holding, with 
death-like grasp, all the legislative, judicial, and execu- 
tive power, to the entire exclusion of all the local min- 
isters and all the members of the Church. 

We say this work will be found an important expose 
of ‘tthe Deeds and Doings” of the lovers of ministerial 
monopoly against their brethren of liberal views, by 
which they planned and executed the unrighteous pur- 
pose of excommunicating their brethren, for exercising 
the sacred right of the liberty of the press, to obtain 
representation for the members in the legislative depart- 
ment of the Church. 

Price, sewed in handsome paper, per copy, 75 cents— 
in neat boards. $1 00—full bound, $1 25 per copy. 12, 
and not more than 25 copies, 20 per cent—above 25 co- 
pies, 25 per cent. A proportion of the profits will be 


appropriated to the Book fund of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church. 


TERMS. 
The Mutual Rights and Methodist Protestant is published 
weekly for the Methodist Protestant Church, by 
JOHN J. HARROD, 


BOOK AGENT OF SAID CHURCH, 


The subscription price of the second volume, (com- 
commencing January 6, 1832,) is Three Dollars, payable 
at the close of the volume or year. 


Any person procuring 8 subscribers, and becoming 
responsible for the same, will be entitled to receive a 
copy of the paper, and considered an agent. 


Any person forwarding 10 new subscribers to tne pub- 
lisher, who are considered responsible persons, shall be 
entitled to receive a copy of the paper so long as said 
subscriptions are paid. 

§>No subscription received for a less term than 
one year. 

§>*T wo Dollars, paid to the Publisher beforg the first 
day of January next, will entitle such person to the se- 
cond volume or year of the paper. Or Two Dollars 
and Fifty Cents, remitted by the first day of July nect, 
will be considered in full for the volume or year. 


No deviation will be allowed from the above terms. 
All communications to be addressed to Joun J. Har- 


rop, 172 Baltimore-street, Baltimore—post paid. 
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